FOR PLUTONIUM STORAGE
Currently, in both the United States and Russia, as weapons are dismantled the resulting fissile materials are stored in existing facilities, some at the dismantlement site and some elsewhere, in the form of intact weapons components. Neither country has yet determined how much of these fissile materials will be kept as reserves and how much declared "excess" to military needs—a critical policy decision. No monitoring or transparency measures relating to storage or use of these fissile materials are yet in place. In an important initiative on September 27, 1993, however, the United States announced that it would voluntarily place materials it determined to be excess under International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards. Russia has expressed willingness to do the same, but no negotiations on this subject are yet under way. No decisions have yet been made concerning what specific materials would be covered by such an arrangement; at what facilities they would be located; or how plu-tonium in pit form could be placed under safeguards, without compromising sensitive nuclear weapons information. Discussions of more limited transparency measures associated with both the highly enriched uranium (HEU) deal and the planned U.S. assistance in construction of a fissile material storage site in Russia are continuing.
The United States
Pits at Pantex
The U.S. nuclear weapons assembly and disassembly facility, the Pantex plant near Amarillo, Texas, has recently been pressed into service for "interim" storage of plutonium. Until 1989, when the plutonium processing facility at Rocky Flats, Colorado, was shut down because of safety and environmental problems, the plutonium pits from nuclear weapons were sent from Pantex to Rocky Flats to be processed into new pits for new weapons. Since Rocky Flats' closure, these shipments have been cut off, and pits from dismantled weapons have been stored in growing numbers in preexisting bunkers (called "igloos" ) at the Pantex facility.
The HEU components of dismantled weapons continue to be shipped from Pantex to the Y-12 plant at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, where they were produced,
The U.S. Department of Energy has recently declassified the guarded statement that "up to" 50 tons of plutonium "will (or may)" become excess. No similar announcement has been made concerning HEU since some of the HEU from dismantled weapons will be used to fuel naval and research reactors. See Louis R. Willett, Deputy Director, Office of Weapons and Materials Planning, Defense Programs, U.S. Department of Energy, "Excess Fissile Materials," presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Power Conference, Chicago, Illinois, April 13-15, 1993.ility in opaque containers, with well be incorporated into Russian strategic forces.
